
NEW BOOKS SEEN THROUGH REVIEWS AND COMMENT
CRITICAL REVIEWS

OF THE SEASON'S
LATEST BOOKS

Mr. Palmer. Clever War Story An Ingenuous Vaga-
bond Heroine Four Social Reprimand!.

Remote Newfoundland, a Talented Peasant Boy, and
a Gospel Legend in New Fiction.

Five Works of Biography Books on Painting, English
Literature, Chess and Other Subjects.

Fictitious warfare Is not the most
exciting form of reading, so that It Is
Just as well that the central point of
Frederick l'almer'e "The Last Shot"
(Charles Bciibner's Sons) should be
the struggle in a woman's soul over
what It Is right for her to do rather
than the demonstration of the wrong-
fulness of war. To the two typical na-
tions, armed to the teeth, as Is the fash-to- n

In Europe, the author does not deign
to give namos. The aggressors attack
when they are ready, but the other side
li prepared. There are no especial In-

novations except that there Is a good
deal of fighting by airships and the
power of ammunition Is perhaps In-

creased. The greater operations are
a trifle misty, but the Incidents of fight-
ing are vivid and give the chance for
sketching character.

The scene Is the heroine's home,
which serves as the headquarters of the
Invading nrmy. Hhe objects to this
because she believes in universal peace,
and tries hard to make tho opposing
commanders desist. She wishes to re-
main neutral, but la gradually forced
to take the side of the attacked coun-
try. Sho spies on the Invading General,
who Is driven merely by personal ambi-
tion, helps to lead him Into n, trap, and
after a whllo feels Justified by the ro-su-

It Is clever work and there Is
enough of a story to hold the reader's
attention throughout, but though the
author makes many an opportunity to
declaim eloquently against war we can-
not see that he has demonstrated that
war Is unjuatttlabte. With grim humor
hs makes both commanders dodgo bul-
lets Instinctively at the end, because
with all their work at headquarters
neither had been under Are before in his
Ufa,

A Vaaaboaa llerolaa.
An agreeable variation In the Broad

Highway style of stories Is mode by
P. Tennyson Jesse in 'The Milky Way"
(Oeorge H. Doran Company) by making
the vagabond a girl and an art student
at that. We are Informed that the uu-th- er

is a niece of the poet; surely she
can only bo a great great grandnlece,
for the story Is Ingenuously young.
There is a hero of course, also a vaga-- I
Kind; he plays on a penny whistle,
nd Inevitably his name Is Peter.

These young people are penniless and
homeless; they meet with one absurd
adventure after another, or rather pass
through one continuous adventure that
is transformed Into something unex-

pected at every turn like the pantomime
tricks. As they progress they gather
In their train a strange retinue; a
baby, a half wltted girl, two female art
students, a cat, an estlmablo youth and
others who drop off.

The adventures nre often exciting and
generally amusing, they spread across
all Kngland and even across the Chan-
nel to Paris and Provence. They are
accompanied with much pretty senti-

ment, which somehow Is reminiscent of
the models the author has followed and
does not sound as genuine as her fun.
The trip to Provence Is a mistake, for
It la taken probably to lengthen out
the story, and the author Indulges In
recollections of travel which Jar with
the neneral tone. What is worse, her
vagabonds engage In the Phlllstlno en-

deavor to earn money. When sho gets
ready to wind up Bhe allows the heroine
to decide that she does lovo Peter and
marries them. Tho author Is Inclined
to carry the frank expressions of the
studios a bit too far, but alio rarely
approaches Impropriety. Sho has writ-
ten a very entertaining book, which
would have been better with a llttlo Ju-

dicious pruning.

Tales That Chlae Society.
The harm that Is done by the empty

lives brought on by the pursuit of
social ambitions Is the theme of James
Opptnhelm In "Idle Wives" (tho Cen-
tury Company), ho his people must be
taken as types that must Illustrate tho
theme and not as human beings. Other- -

1 ni.. I l.. itlfflmilt In mpn how
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within seven years a capable settle-
ment worker who does her own house-
work on marrying should have drifted
entirely away from her children and
her Ideals. She Is aroused by her
brother's engagement to his stenogra-I'ht- r,

with a needless early mari-
tal miadventure to her account,
to nsrt herself, which sho does
by leavmK her husband and fam-
ily and becoming a probation of-

ficer In that capacity she Is
enabled to rescue tho wayward daugh-ti- r

of some istlmable. dwellers In ten-uuer- rs

When thut Is dono her hus-lan- d

Imn learned not to pursue wealth
for ,) own sake and she returns to
Ins r"'jf determined to make It a home.
The m iry Is told fluently and no doubt

"' Will lie ashumcd of Itself.
A moral tale also is told by Maximil-

ian I'oKter In ''Keeping Up Appeur- -'

' (Appleton's). A discontented
ii" k In a Western city obtains a po-l'- it

at a hlKher salary In New York.
!! is casjer to splurge, and meets at
"i"- the Joyful spenders of money

i iii'' places. Tho author describes
.;iy the straits In which the

)' u nun nnd his wife find themselves
v n i.ny try to keep up the pace.
Af r ., i,.w months of living beyond'
1 .t irj with llltlw comfort to either,

" ruf.ii comes and he Is fortunuto
" i" lie taken back In his former

I w in u chastened and moro run- -
t r ' M'.r,t. Hero iigaln Iniprobublll- -'

' inuHi t,o overlooked for the sake
' Usfun, and hero agulii society

Hid u blush at Its misdeeds. The
r urtMH fluently and some of his

'light.
la i., ..normmius "The fluid Klsh"

(Th i lty Company) we Imvo nut a
h a rich man's taking slock of

n is for his money. He has his

u.
ii with hlh professional earn-a- n

Income, of 170,000 u year.
wh seems to hnvii a uriiilKn
i piiJiiniiiH anil

, lin ti II liuw' nil nf till"
' spint and hnw llttlo ho gets

out of It, or of his wife's society, his
children or hla friends. Neither Is he
pleased with his Intellectual attainments
nor with the state of his morals. Hav
ing exposed the hollow sham that the
averago rich man of New York Is. the
author proceeds to rescue this particular
one. a visit to the homo of his con-
fidential clerk, who lives sensibly, Im-
pel him to plead with his wife to lead
a more sincere life with him, and she
agrees. He Is helped In his meditations
by comparisons with his father and
grandfather. Again a sermon against
society as it Is.

A little more Imagination, perhaps,
wouia nave saved the Kev. Charles M
Sheldon from any Imputation of lrrev
erence In writing "Jesus Is Hero!" rilod.
der and 8toughton; Oeorge H. Doran
Company). He certainly Intends none
in his assumption that the Saviour re
turns to earth, for he morely chooses
tne torm or fiction for his sermon, and
ir ne taxes Tor granted that the Divine
will favors his own views on public mat-
ters he Is certainly not alone among
ministers In doing so. Our function Is
simply to form an estimate of the story.
8o far as we can see, the effect of the
appearance on the church people Is
merely to confirm them In their faith,
wnicn was apparently a little shakv,
Tho uuthor Is very effective In making
people unable to describe the appear-
ance, In tho Impression tho news makes
on the public, and In the striking picture
or tne editor who la bound to get at
the truth of the matter. Ho shows dis
crimination In never quoting wards or
sayings, but reporting only the sub- -
stanca of speeches. Tho good taste of
the manner In which social matters are
dealt with, such as child labor and the
liquor question, or church affairs, the
reader will decide according to his own
prejudices. The Impression made by the
book is not very strong, but the public
It appeals to Is a peculiar one.

Heredity at fault.
In Prlscllla Craven's story of "Circe's

Daughter" (Duffleld and Company) the
daughter In question did not turn out
as her friends' feared. lnhiritH im
pulses may have made themselves felt
in icr Diooa, out uiauuia resisted them
Verv well and nhn win tin. tit
mother. It was a mistake to marry all- -
oerc who was a d and
not very Interesting nir.nn f.ir. 7m- -
aee. friend of thn f.imlK- - inrf.n,i ,.

queer name, but his discernment was
excellent. Ho had no difficulty in per-
ceiving that Gilbert's consideration of
marriage was calculating and unroman-tic- ,

not to say cold. Wo had our own
doubts of Ollbert curly in the story on
reading that "the nostrils of his well
ehaped noso were somewhat wide, de-
noting his energy nnd driving power."
We felt that he could be dlHagreeable.

Claudia's mother thought well of
Ninon de 1'EncIos. but Claudia hardly
showed a disposition to Imltato that
unscrupulous beauty. Th chapter en-
titled "Two In a Studio" shows that
Circe's daughter had herself under
pretty good control. Hamilton, thu
artist, was surprised nnd Hnnoycd at her
powers of restraint. He was not a won-
derful lover, and the reader will hardly
share his surprise. As for Colin Paton,
the sociologist, ho was far from being u
dangerous man. Ho had no selfish or
Incendiary qualities. He was a good and
faithful friend, who waited patiently nnd
long, and when hu received and obeyed
the telegram. "Come. Claudia." It was
proper for him to go, for the Invitation
was from a widow.

Otter Recent Fiction.
A charming little story has been con-

structed out of the simplest materials
by George Van Schalck In "Sweetapple
Cove" (Small, Maynard and Company,
Boston). A young doctor banishes him-
self to a remote nnd desolate corner of
Newfoundland and finds plenty of work
to keep him busy among tho simple
peoplo on tho const. An old gentleman
conies for tho salmon tolling with his
yacht and his daughter and Is laid up
with a broken leg. They stay on, with
tho result that mny be anticipated.
Sho Is u unusually nice girl. Tho
doctor Is a flno fellow, tho minister, his
wife, tho fishermen nro delightful, n
salmon la caught and un elk shot, ther;
is sailing In storm and fox, all Joined
In an cnjoynblo story In u novel setting,

Tho pleasant story of a talented peas-
ant boy who makes his way through
school on a mediaeval endowment Is told
by Mary J. II. Skrlne In "Bedesman 4"
(Tho Century Company), lie Is never
ashumed of Ills parents and his sister,
whom ho leaves behind him as ho ad-
vances. Ho Is aided by a nlco ulrl. Tho
last part, which describes his college
career, Is less satisfactory and In the
episode with his servant girl sister the
uuthor Is rather snobbish.

In "Wayside Neighbors" (l,oiiKmuns,
Green and Company) thn anonymous
author show thn samo distinction of
stylo that marked her previous sketches.
Sho unfortunately selects, gloomy sub-
jects and regards them In no cheerful
spirit, so that the religious reflections
with which they close nro hardly con-
soling. Tho vivid realism Is striking
nnd so In the condescension with which
tho author looks upon courser clay. The
superiority of tho unity olllcer over his
subordinates seems to have become part
of her nature.

In splto of a certain nrtlewii'.n l' V.
Mlngham has written uu entertaining
story pleasantly In "Ashnro tit Maldnn's
Walk" (Urn.ulwiiy Publishing Coin-pany- ).

It tells of the ituIhc of u cotton
schooner along the KlorliU const after
It has been taken as a prize In tho last
days of tho war. A YanHeo pii.u crew
with un amiable ollUvr ami a belligerent
Confeileratu inaliloii with a. philosophic
father keep the reader amused, while
thn author exhibits his nautical knowl-
edge,

The form of (let Ion has been chosen
by the Iti v Dr. Newell Dwlght lllllis
to convey tho legend of the tlrst writing
down of the Gospels In "The Story of
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PhKdrtia" (MiLcmtllanaV 1 I. n
terestlng story In spite of various ex-
cursions Into rtomsn social life. The
weakest portions, we suspect, are the
embellishments that constitute the "Ac-
tion."

Uh9 a number of other Ennllsh sto-
ries In recent years "Drum's House," by
Ids, Wild (K. P. Dutton and Company),
dawdles along pleasantly and cheerfully,
with a cynical bit here and there, to end
suddenly In a hideous tragedy. There Is
nothing to prepare the reader for this,
as there Is no hint of any sort of per-
versity In the people concerned. It
seems to be a sudden and unpleasant
whim of the author's--.

A humorous protest against manag-
ing women, no matter how capable, Is
made by Alice Duer MlUer In a short
story called "Things" (Charles Scrlb-ner- s

Sons). Women whn llba tn v..
things Just so will hardly relish the1

vurjr,
Nina very well written stories by

Richard Curie are Included In "Life Is
a Dream" (Doubleday, rage and Com-
pany), Almost all are disagreeable,
though In the cases where the author
cares to tell the 'story they are effective
enough. In the longest tale, describing
a hoarding house In Malaga, with Its
Inmates, the psychology Is so subtle
that It escapes us, though It Is clear that
the author did not like his fellow
boarders.

The experiences of four boys who
started a theatre In the barn are related
by Max Aley In "The Barnstormers"
(Charles Bcribner'a Sons). The book
seems to be not so much a story as an
Incentive to other boys to do likewise,
the Barrator describing how things were
done and providing the plots of several
melodramas.

Biographical.
It la a. commentary on'ToIatoy" rather

than a biographical sketch that Edward
Qarnett ha contributed to the "Modern
Biographies" series (Constable and
Company; Houghton Mifflin Company).
If the reader la familiar with the biog-
raphy and the writings of Tolstoy he
may be able to determine how applicable
the Isolated phrases and brief Judg-
ments are which the biographer employs
la impressionistic fashion. In the little
book ho tries to cover too much ground
and cares more to make known his own
high estimate of Tolstoy than to put his
Information In a form that may en-lig- ht

m the reader.
An Interesting account of the lost

years of "Joseph Pulitzer" Is given by
Alteype Ireland (Mitchell Kennerley,
New York). The author waj gTeatly
Interested in his employer, and while
admiring him for many qualities and
sympathizing with his affliction de-
scribes frankly and vividly his manner
and his mental attitude and the difficul-
ties under which the men who tried to
serve him worked. It Is an excellent
and honest picture of one side ot Mr.
Pulitzer In the last two years of his
life.

One of the most entertaining of biog-
raphies, a wide read classic In Its day,
Edward John Trelawney's "Adventure
of a Younger Sorr," has been added In a
two' volume form to the attractive re-
issue of "Bonn's Popular Library" In
pocket volumes printed on thin paper.
The early life of the man who was to
bo Shelley's and Byron's Trolawney was
as thrilling a romance as any that
Stevenson Imagined, at least according
to Trelawney's own account. It Is a
book that deserves to be better known
by the present generation, If not as a
biography, at any rato as a talo of
adventure.

Though the volume of "Ivife, Letter
and Addresses of John Craig Have,
meyer" (Fleming II. Hevell Company)
Is devoted chiefly to the religious ac-
tivities and reforms In which he en-
gaged, there Is matter of moro general
Interest In the extracts from diaries
and letters which describe 'social con-
ditions In New York half a century or
more ago.

A biography of John Hyde Do Forest,
a Yale graduate who spent many years
In' Japan, "The Involution of a Mission-
ary," by his daughter, Charlotte U. Do
Forest (Fleming H. nevell Company),
gives an Interesting picture of life In
Japan and of thn peculiar dldlcultlea
missionaries In that country havo to
contend with.

Practical In format I oa.
Two more of Prof. John C. Van Dyke's

helpful llttlo "New Guides to Old Mas-ters- "
(Charles Scrlbner's Sons) that

havo coino to hand, "Amsterdam. The
Hague, Haarlem" and "Brussels. Ant-
werp," should almost bo bound together,
for travellers who need the one musit
almost Inevitably need tho other ulso,
Whero such a complete survey of the
Dutch nnd Flemish painters Is possible
It is rather provoking that tho author
should restrict himself to tho galleries
Tho tlrst class pictures in churches and
public buildings would add little to the
bulk of the volumes. Antwerp without
tho Rubens In the cathedral seems ab
surd.

The "Introduction to tho Study of
Hnglish Literature," by W. T. Youiik
(Cambrldgo University Press; O, p.
Putnam's Sons), is a remarkably sen-
sible little book, a really helpful gfilde
to literature, provided It Is not per-
verted Into a text book. It is In u!.
stance a well digested boiling down of
tho essentials in tho big "Cambridge
History of Hngllsh Literature," an out-lin- o

of tho books there are to be read
Thero la no reason why youth on dis-
covering In this book tho authors It
thinks It would like should not turn
directly to them, Instead of first having
Its ardor quenched by consulting thu
"History" to which the author refers
him and similar books.

Though burdened by a good deal of
pedagogical scaffolding, there Is niurh
good sense In Julia narrow Cow lea's
"The Art of Story Telling" (A. C. g

and Company, Chicago), it la
not a manual of composition, but a
set of directions as to how to tell stiu leu
verbally. With theso sho prints a
number of Mmpln stories which urn
vnlunble ns examples for Intelligent
teachers of tho kind of stories they
should pick out themselves for their
young charges.

Much general ndvlco to persons In- -
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tending to build that nhould prove
useful If properly pondered on Is sup-
plied by lienjamlu A. Howes in "Build-
ing, by a liuilder" (Doubleday, Page
and Company). Tho author criticises
many things that are dono commonly
both by the prospective owners and
tho persons they employ, ho suggests
many important things that should bo
uttended to, nnd his remarks apply to
public buildings ns well us to private
constructions.

A set of IntcrcstliiK nnd Instructive
problems will be. found In a llttlo book
by W. P. Turnbull, "Chessmen in Ac-

tion." (George Kotltledge and Hons; 13.

P. Dutton and Company). Solutions
are given at thu end.

An Intel ustlng icport On tho economic
conditions and prospects of Iiritlsh
women who have a professional train-
ing has been edited by IMlth J. Morley
in "Women Workers; In Seven Profes-
sions" (Cleorgo Itoutlidgo nnd Sons;
II. P. Dutton nnd Company). Tho rt

on teaching Is the longest, ns that
probably nfrecla tho largest number of
women; next comes nursing nnd after
that niedlcmo. Other occupations aro
denlt with moro briefly ; they are sani-
tary Inspectors, the civil bervice, clerks
and secretaries anil nctrrsses. Much at- -
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Owen Johnson's
Greatest Novel

WILL BE PUBLISHED MAY 9th
By THE BOBBS-MERRIL- L COMPANY

The Salamander
Salamander comes roving from

THE out of the immense reaches
the nation, revolting against the

commonplace of an inherited narrowness,
neither sure of what she seeks nor conscious
of what forces impel or check her.

She brings no letters of introduction, but
she comes resolved to know whom she
chooses.

She meets them all, the men of New
York, the mediocre, the interesting, the
powerful, the flesh-hunter- s, the brutes, and
those who seek only an amused mental
relaxation.

She attracts them by hook or crook, in
defiance of conventions, compelling their
attention in ways that at the start hope-
lessly mystify them and lead to mistakes.

Then she calmly sets them right and
forgives them.

A girl of the present day in revolt,
adventurous, eager, and unafraid;
without standards or home ties;
with a passion to explore but
not to experience, and a
curiosity fed by the zest of life.

tention Is glvon to statistics. AmerUan
women who are discontented with their
lot might learn something from this
survey of tho relative disadvantage un-d- er

which their British sli.te.rs aro liv-

ing. The writers of the articles ato all'
women.

A new edition of a sensible book by
Dr. Edward O. Otis. "Tho Great Whitu
Plague," is published under the changed
nnd more appropriate title "Tubercu-
losis, Its Cause, Cure and rreventlin"
(Thomas Y, Crowell nnd Company).
The text has been revised, but tlio
author tlnds that whllo organization to
fight the dlseuse has Increased greatly
few new discoveries have been made i

since the first edition appeared. In
arrangement und lungunge tho object
of informing tho lnyman Is. kept In
VI- - w.

The snmo subject Is treated also with
the icqulrcments of the layman In mind
by Dr. Lawrence V, l'llck In "Consump-
tion, a Curable nnd Preventnble Disease"
(Peter Itellly, Philadelphia). It makes,
thu mntter as plain ns need be, and
like, tho other book encourages hope,

A lecture on "The Fundamental Ilasls
of Nutrition" by Dr. Graham Lusk,
exp'nlnlng clearly and simply the scien-
tific view of nutrition, Is printed by It-

self by tho Ynlo University Press, Now
Haven. '

EDWARD S. MOFFAT

Lv, Mystery, Humor, Sunlight, and Sagebrush.
Easterner! Read tins' splendid lore
tory of wonderful, sunlit Nevada.

Westerner! Smell the sage. See the
hot. dry lakes again the ragged moun-
tains blue with haze. The 'true heart
of the West the coniumiug love of big,
genial Dick Holly, ranchman, for the
sweet-eye- d Trapeze Girl of the little
circus stranded on Mosb Desert the
Strong Woman, joyously working her
own gold mine Dry bone, the old desert-ra- t

foreman the rich I'hiladelphian
the unfortunate Mormon Rishon, all
these and many more real, human
people are waiting for you on tip-to- e I

Told with a great big grasp on tho
humanities that has not been equalled
for many moons.

f?f your copy nnwT&iay. Illwlrattd. J.J5 rv'.
MOFFAT, YARD COMPANY, NEW YORK

THE BLINDNESS
OF VIRTUE by
Cosmo Hamilton
The Boston Transcript
calls it. uncommonly dis-

cerning, persuasive and
pleasurable. A parable
of the times.
Net $1.25, at Booksellers
GEORGE II. DORAN C0MPANT N.w Ytrk
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